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were entering: and to this curriculum was added, for as
many pupils as possible, education in English, mathe-
matics, and other academic subjects, which enabled them
to take posts as clerks and teachers; or in crafts so that they
could qualify for work as artisans.
Education as it thus grew up under mission control has
been frequently criticized, and it? products compared un-
favourably with those of tribal education of the old kind.
There is, in fact, a tendency to hold mission education
responsible for many of those evils of the present social
situation which should more justly be blamed on recent
and very rapid economic change. There are,, no doubt,
unsatisfactory products of mission schools; but is not the
cause of their unsatisfactoriness to be found, when it exists,
not in the education they have received, but in the fact
that their education has qualified them for positions out-
side tribal society, where they may lack the traditions and
well-established customs which would normally guide
their conduct?
Another criticism of mission education carries more
weight, but it applies to conditions already past rather
than to ths present. The early missionaries, in commontwith
other Europeans working in Africa, judged the value of
African customs and institutions by what they had known
in Europe, and their chief aim was to bring them as closely
as possible to what was accepted as good among white
people. Limited only by what was practicable, they there-
fore tried to introduce into Africa for Africans the same
education that was provided for English children in Eng-
land. British history and geography were taught while
African history and geography were neglected, and there
were 6at least some instances in which the pupil was taught
the botany of European, not African plants5.1
To this extent early mission education failed to pay suf-
ficient attention to African needs and to the African situa-
1Haileyap. 1280.